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May 17, 2021 
 
Honorable Members, King County Council  
516 Third Ave., Room 1200 
Seattle, WA 98104 
council@kingcounty.gov 
 

Re: WSAJ and WDTL Joint Statement in Support of Court Funding 
 
Dear Honorable Members, King County Council:  
 
The Washington State Association for Justice (WSAJ) and Washington Defense Trial Lawyers 
(WDTL) write to urge you to fully fund the King County Superior Court. Both WSAJ and WDTL 
submitted letters to the Council last week, but we feel strongly that the dire situation our 
courts are facing requires us to jointly communicate the need for court funding.   
 
As you know, King County Superior Court is faced with an unprecedented challenge. The COVID-
19 pandemic resulted in complete shutdowns and significant reduced capacity for the court. 
This has caused a backlog which could take years to resolve. While in the midst of this crisis, the 
State v. Blake decision further added to the strain on the court by upending hundreds of cases 
involving drug possession convictions. What we now face is a court that lacks the capacity and 
resources to resolve criminal and civil cases. Criminal defendants and civil litigants are left with 
no recourse if they cannot access the courts.  
 
The Washington State Constitution guarantees the right to a jury trial—for both criminal and 
civil matters. Although the WSAJ and WDTL are on the opposite side of most issues, here they 
share the deep concern that all civil matters will be choked off indefinitely while the court 
prioritizes criminal matters. Closing off access to the courts—leaving civil litigants with no 
ability to have their claims adjudicated—would undoubtedly create both foreseeable and 
unforeseen negative consequences. People rely on the court to resolve disputes in a timely, 
fair, and just manner. Workers, business owners, homeowners, landlords and tenants, 
individuals with family law matters, and countless others rely on a functioning court system.   
 
The distinguished judges in King County Superior Court have done an incredible and heroic job 
responding to this crisis. Presiding Judge James Rogers has worked tirelessly to ensure that King 
County Superior Court is doing everything within its power to give litigants in King County their 
day in court. But our judges cannot solve this issue without adequate funding. In order to clear 
the backlog of both criminal and civil cases, we must increase trial capacity—which requires 
resources.  
 



 

 

 

We urge you to fully fund recovery of the King County court. Timely access to the courts is 
necessary so that the important legal rights of individuals and businesses can be adjudicated, 
and the parties can reach a final resolution. This cannot occur where there is an unaddressed 
backlog of criminal and civil cases. We respectfully request that federal funding be directed to 
King County Superior Court. Thank you for your consideration of this important matter.  
 
Respectfully,  
 
 
 
 
Celia Rivera 
President, Washington State Association for 
Justice 

 

/s/ Jillian M. Henderson 
 
Jillian Henderson 
President, Washington Defense Trial Lawyers  

 
 
 
Sara Crumb 
Chief Executive Officer, Washington State 
Association for Justice 

 
Maggie S. Sweeney 
Executive Director, Washington Defense Trial 
Lawyers 

 
 
 
Larry Shannon 
Government Affairs Director, Washington 
State Association for Justice 

 

 
 

Cc: Dow Constantine, King County Executive  

 

 

 

 


